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ad Kay did as his father. Then the three
night the Archbishop, to whom they related
J that had happened; and he, much marvel-
ig, called the people together to the great
.one, and bade Arthur thrust back the sword
id draw it forth again in the presence of all,
hich he did with ease. But an angry murmur
rose from the barons, who cried that what a

NG ARTHUR ASKS T11K LADY OP THE   LAKE TOR THE
SVVOKD KXCALIBUR

>y could do, a man could do; so, at the Arch-
shop's word, the sword was put back, and
ch man, whether baron or knight, tried in
5 turn to draw it forth, and failed. Then,
r the third time, Arthur drew forth the sword,
mediately there arose from the people a
eat shout: "Arthur is King! Arthur is King!
e will have no King but Arthur "; and, though
e great barons scowled and threatened, they
11 on their knees before him while the Arch-
shop placed the crown upon his head, and
rore to obey him faithfully as their lord and
vereign,

Thus Arthur was made King; and to all he
did justice, righting wrongs and giving to all
their dues. Nor was he forgetful of those that
had been his friends; for Kay, whom he loved
as a brother, he made Seneschal and chief of
his household, and to Sir Ector, his foster father,
he gave broad lands.
ARTHUR FIGHTETH FOR HIS KINGDOM
Thus Arthur was made King, but he had to
fight for his own; for eleven great Kings drew
together and refused to acknowledge him as
their lord, and chief among the rebels was King
Lot of Orkney, who had married Arthur's
sister, Bellicent
By Merlin's advice, Arthur sent for help
overseas, to Ban and Bors, the two great
Kings who ruled in Gaul. With their aid, he
overthrew his foes in a great battle near the
river Trent; and then he passed with them
into their own lands and helped them drive out
their enemies. So there was ever great friend-
ship between Arthur and the Kings Ban and
Bors, and all their kindred; and afterward
some of the most famous Knights of the Round
Table were of that kin.
Then King Arthur set himself to restore order
throughout his kingdom. To all who would
submit and amend their evil ways, he showed
kindness; but those who persisted in oppression
and wrong he removed, putting in their places
others who would deal justly with the people.
And because the land had become overrun
with forest during the days of misrule, he cut
roads through the thickets, that no longer wild
beasts, and men fiercer than the beasts, should
lurk in their gloom, to the harm of the weak
and defenseless. Thus it came to pass that soon
the peasant plowed his fields in safety, and,
where had been wastes, men dwelt again in
peace and prosperity.
Among the lesser Kings whom Arthur
helped to rebuild their towns and restore order,
was King Leodegrance of Cameliard. Now
Leodegrance had one fair child, his daughter
Guenevere; and, from the time that first he
saw her, Arthur gave her all his love. So he
sought counsel of Merlin, his chief adviser.
Merlin heard the King sorrowfully, and he
said: "Sir King, when a man's heart is set, he